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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR § 1 .56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is hereby 
directed to the reference(s) listed on the attached PTO-1449. Unless otherwise indicated herein, 
one copy of each reference is attached. It is respectfully requested that the information be 
expressly considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the reference(s) be made 
of record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 



lEl 



1. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed (a) within three months of 
the U.S. filing date of this non-CPA application, OR (b) before the mailing date of a first 
Office Action on the merits in the present application. No certification or fee is required. 

2. The present application was filed or entered the U.S. National Stage of the PCT 
after June 30, 2003. In accordance with the June 11, 2003, Notice waiving the 
requirements of 37 C.F.R. §1.98(a)(2)(i), copies of any U.S. patents and patent 
application publications are not attached. 

3. An English-language Abstract of the non-English language reference is attached 
hereto (see 53). 

4. The references (see 1-23 and 41-52) were cited by or submitted to the Office in 
parent patent No. US 6,632,1 1 1 B2, filed August 23, 2001, which is relied upon for an 
earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. § 120. Thus, copies of these references are not 
attached. 37 CFR § 1.98(d). 
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5. The U.S. references (see 29-40) and foreign references (see 53 and 54) are cited 
in a related case, U.S. Patent No. US 6,645,025 B2, filed December 3, 2001. The two 
foreign references that were not cited in the parent case are attached. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Thomas J. Pardini 
Regi^ration No. 30,41 1 



Jesse O. Collier 
Registration No. 53,839 



TJP:JOC/tea 



Date: January 6, 2004 

OLIFF & BERRIDGE, PLC 

P.O. Box 19928 
Alexandria, Virginia 22320 
Telephone: (703) 836-6400 



DEPOSIT ACCOUNT USE 

AUTHORIZATION 
Please grant any extension 

necessary for entry; 
Charge any fee due to our 
Deposit Account No. 15-0461 
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Form PTO- 1 449^7 & T^^^ US Dept. of Commerce 
(REV. 8-83) PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFICE 


ATTY DOCKET NO. 
107450.01 


APPLICATION NO. 
10/669,856 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 




1 


(Use several sheets if necessary) 


APPLICANT(S) 
David E. OATHOUT 




FILING DATE 
September 25, 2003 





U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



EXAMINER 
INFTIAL 




DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


CI TT3 

CLASS 




1 


88,013 


3/1869 


Connor 








2 


287,088 


10/1883 


Beckers 








3 


421,806 


2/1890 


Bailey 








4 


468,960 


2/1892 


Vondersaar 








5 


2,033,637 


3/1936 


Kaiser 




• 




6 


2,083,004 


6/1937 


Clark 




— m»m •« M. I -lUJL ijj- Ml 




7 


2,550,625 


4/1951 


Vick 








8 


2,815,517 


12/1957 


Andresen, Jr. 


■* 






9 


3,898,950 


8/1975 


Martin 








10 


4,380,208 


4/1983 


Goserud 








11 


4,516,941 


5/1985 


Reid 








12 


4,595,373 


6/1986 


Giroux 








13 


4,649,852 


3/1987 


Piantedosi 








14 


4,659,125 


4/1987 


Chuan 








15 


4,672,911 


6/1987 


Hodgins 








16 


4,856,929 


4/1989 


Smahlik et al. 








17 


5,059,145 


10/1991 


Gregg 








18 


5,127,859 


7/1992 


Rantilla 








19 


5,215,482 


6/1993 


Heniy 







FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



DOCUMENT NUMBER 



DATE 



COUNTRY 



CLASS 



SUB 
CLASS 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



Examiner: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with M.P.E.P. 609; draw line through citation if nofin 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



Date: January 6. 2004 
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ATTY DOCKET NO. 
107450.01 


APPLICATION NO. . , 
10/669,856 

< 
p 


APPLICANT(S) ' 
David E. OATHOUT 


FILING DATE 
September 25, 2003 





Form PTO-I449 
(REV. 8-83) 



US Dept. of Commerce 
PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFICE 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
(Use several sheets if necessary) 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



FXAMINFR 
INITIAL 




DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


5>UB 

CLASS* ' 




20 


5,435,093 


7/1995 


Minorics et al. 








21 


5,595,517 


1/1997 


Smith 




• • 




22 


5,647,782 


7/1997 


Henry 








23 


5,685,750 


11/1997 


Rantilla 




- ■ 




24 


5,975,004 


11/1999 


Nesseth 








25 


6,022,255 


2/2000 


Lukanovich 








26 


6,083,066 


7/2000 


Wright 








27 


6,095,878 


8/2000 


Van Balen 








28 


6,183,325 


2/2001 


Purser 








29 


5,481,822 


1/1996 


Engels 








30 


4,266,707 


5/1981 


Rossman 








31 


2,299,178 


10/1942 


Reiter 




* * • 




32 


1,736,155 


11/1929 


Harter 








33 


6,068,402 


5/2000 


Freese et al. 








34 


6,052,939 


4/2000 


McClain et al. 








35 


4,809,352 


2/1989 


Walker 








36 


4,068,611 


1/1978 


Leather 








37 


3,347,060 


10/1967 


Barkan 







FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



DOCUMENT NUMBER 



DATE 



COUNTRY 



CLASS 



SUB 
CLASS 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



Examiner: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with M.P.E.P. 609; draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



Date: January 6. 2004 




Form PTO-144 
(REV. 8-83) 



US Dept. of Commerce 
PATENT Sl trademark OFFICE 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
(Use several sheets if necessary) 



Sheet 3 of 3 . 


ATTY DOCKET NO. 


APPLICATION NO. 


107450.01 


10/669,856 


APPLICANT(S) 




David E. OATHOUT 




FILING DATE 




September 25, 2003 





U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS - * 


EXAMINER 
INITLAL 




DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUB 
CLASS 




38 


5,605,112 


2/1997 


Schuman 








39 


5,050.526 


9/1991 


Nelson et al. 








40 


4,290,156 


9/1981 


Rawson 


















• 




























: 










































• -'-^ 


FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


- 






DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


sUb:, 

claSs 




41 


6872 


4/1893 


GB 








42 


166561 


7/1948 


AT 








43 


123262 


11/1927 


CH 








44 


164046 


10/1905 


DE 








45 


572423 


2/1933 


DE 








46 


3415483 


10/1985 


DE 








47 


2589125 


4/1987 


FR 




/ 




48 


10242 


5/1907 


GB 








49 


304095 


1/1929 


GB 








50 


451657 


9/1949 


IT 




• t 




51 


8701897 


3/1989 


NL 








52 


72,278 


8/1946 


NO 








53 


2,577,512 


8/1986 


FR 








54 


2101946 


1/1983 


GB 






EXAMINER DATE CONSIDE 


^RED 




Examiner: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with M.P.E.P. 609; draw Hne through citation if not. in/ 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



Date: January 6. 2004 



